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1. Will you support keeping Springfield’s commitment to those efforts by maintaining the spending levels called for in the energy plan?

Governmental bodies have proven to be quite inefficient at being at the forefront of new technology and development. However, as these new processes, especially concerning energy conservation, began to become proven and reliable methods, I feel that Springfield has an opportunity to invest in these new technologies to help insure that our citizens will have reliable, renewable, clean energy in the future.
2. Will you support maintaining the City’s commitment to purchase at least 120 MW of wind power for Springfield, of which 60 MW will be paid for by the State of Illinois?

I feel that Governmental bodies are in a position to support and stimulate emerging energy production sources and should do so, as I feel that this type of investment is part of intelligent planning for the future. I would continue to support the purchase of wind power and the continued search for cleaner, more efficient means of energy production.
3. Do you support allowing customers to pay for additional clean energy development through the green power program?

There is a market niche of consumers that want to participate in more environmentally friendly programs, yet are not provided the opportunity to do so. I think this program could be a great success, and if there is a growing demand by CWLP consumers to purchase clean energy, I think it is the City Council’s duty to provide those options.
4. Would you support using wells in the Sangamon River Valley as a secondary source to meet the city’s future water needs?

Anytime you discuss the Springfield’s water demand I think you must take into account that any additional expansion of water supply for the area must take into account the amount of availability in time s of possible severe draught. If using wells to supplement the current lake’s capacity is deemed to be of sufficient supply during times of unique and irregular draught. I would support a well project. However, if a second lake is determined to be the appropriate course of action, I would be committed to working, publicly and openly, with the Sierra Club to ensure a new lake would have as positive an impact on the environment as possible.

5. What actions would you take to enhance the network of bicycle paths in Springfield?

Enhancing bicycle paths needs to be a part of an overall long-term development plan for Springfield. First of all, the City Council must establish a budget and a revenue source for maintenance and building of new trail as well as working plans for new trails into any project development. I think you see so little bike travel in Springfield, because currently there is not an extensive effort to make areas bike-friendly enough for bicycle travel be a safe undertaking.

6. What actions would you take to encourage development within Springfield’s city center, and discourage sprawl?

One must first recognize the economics behind Springfield’s recent westward expansion in order to counteract sprawl and encourage redevelopment in deteriorating city neighborhoods. I believe that the several TIF districts in Springfield have worked well to serve there purpose in areas of specific economic depression. The issue of urban sprawl, and historic neighborhood despair is more of a city-wide issue. It is currently more economically viable for consumers to purchase a new home than to invest in, and rehabilitate a home in a more historic neighborhood. As Springfield is essentially landlocked on each direct but the west end, naturally that is where you have continuous development. In order to counteract this growth, the City Council must devise a manner of incentive; either through low-interest loans, working on a property tax reduction (which should only be done if a restructuring of education funding was possible), or some other method of incentive is devised. 
7. Do you think Springfield should promote green building practices? What steps should Springfield take to implement theses standards?
While working at the State of Illinois Capital Development Board, the State was just beginning to embark on the process to establish green building code standards based on the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System. I do support a movement of building standards towards a more environmentally efficient code and an establishment of basic standards for the City. If done all at once and without developer input, any change could lead to economic stagnation as the cost of building and development in Springfield would be too high. However, a policy of setting a long-term goal and establishing a plan of increasing standards can be acceptable to the development community.

8. Do you support the expansion of Springfield bus service into evening hours? Are there any steps you would take to encourage increased use of public transportation?

A first step to encouraging the use of public transportation is through getting information to the public. One such way is not just making the schedules and routes to be available, but to place the information on the bus stop signs so that people who may be wiling to patronize the bus system, has the schedule readily available. If you are looking at the expansion of bus service, I think you need to also evaluate the types of bus’s you are running, mainly I feel the City should consider a reduction in the size of buses, making sure that all services offered are handicap accessible and the routes that are traveled are ones that have ample demand. Before any public transportation restructuring, the current system must be honestly analyzed for short-comings and the services need to cater to the public demand.
9. Will you support the phasing-in of energy efficient and low pollution vehicles into the city’s fleet?

I think the City absolutely needs to lead by example, and invest the tax-payer dollars into a better future for our citizens. One way of doing so would be to phase in low and zero emission vehicles.

10. Please add any comments you may have.

I think that environmental concerns and green building technologies are all too often not given a fair consideration. Part of the reason is due to them frequently being relatively new, and often revolutionary ideas and advances. One of the best advantages of Springfield, in regards to environmentally-friendly progress is that it is not to large where innovation and upgrades can become a logistical nightmare, but it has enough of a city atmosphere that some real proven progressive changes are possible. I believe the Sierra Club as a necessary place in the policy making process and I hope you continue to bring environmental issues to the forefront of public discussion. I hope we have many opportunities in the future to work together to make Springfield a better place to live and work in.
