Sangamon Valley Group of the Sierra Club Springfield Municipal Candidate Questionnaire

Candidate Name: Kris Theilen
Office Sought: City of Springfield Alderman –Ward 8
1. Will you support keeping Springfield’s commitment to those efforts by maintaining the spending levels called for in the energy plan?

Yes
2. Will you support maintaining the City’s commitment to purchase at least 120 MW of wind power for Springfield, of which 60 MW will be paid for by the State of Illinois?

Yes
3. Do you support allowing customers to pay for additional clean energy development through the green power program?

As long as it is an optional plan that can be stopped on demand, I think
it is a good idea.
4. Would you support using wells in the Sangamon River Valley as a secondary source to meet the city’s future water needs?

I am open to any and all solutions.
5. What actions would you take to enhance the network of bicycle paths in Springfield?

If alternative funding sources are viable, I would like to enhance all city parks with wider paths that could accommodate both cyclists and walkers at the same time.
6. What actions would you take to encourage development within Springfield’s city center, and discourage sprawl?

I was originally hoping to draw new businesses to downtown Springfield, but those plans are on hold until the Governor's Gross Tax Receipts plan either passes or fades away.  I seriously doubt any new businesses would come to Springfield under that proposed tax system.
7. Do you think Springfield should promote green building practices? What steps should Springfield take to implement theses standards?
I think conservation efforts should be rewarded.  The city of Springfield should lead the way by adding programmed dimmer switches in city buildings, among other efforts.
8. Do you support the expansion of Springfield bus service into evening hours? Are there any steps you would take to encourage increased use of public transportation?

Yes.  The mass transit system currently has an image problem.  That perceived image is hurting bus use among city residents.  We need to address the issues causing that, and work to improve the image while improving the service.
9. Will you support the phasing-in of energy efficient and low pollution vehicles into the city’s fleet?

In the short term, I would do it if it is cost-effective.  However, in the long term, I would like to have an affordable 5 to 10 year plan.
10. Please add any comments you may have.

Thank you for allowing me to turn this in late.  I missed the deadline due to some concerns with our pregnancy, and ultimately our daughter (Katelyn) arrived 3 weeks early, but completely healthy!
